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TRHEASURER’S REPORT 


FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1878. 


Dr. 
To cash on hand March 1, 1877, %1694 sz 
Due from L. H. Nesmith, uncollected taxes, 83 19 
=e? OM. H. Holmes, 217.91 
<6 st YD. G. Annis, uncollected taxes, 2776 25 
Notes in favor of the town, , 240 92 
Principal of Surplus Revenue Fund, 1728 338 
Interest of Surplus Revenue Fund, 103 69 
Resident list, State, County, Town & School Tax, 6106 20 
Non resident Do. ‘“ - 864 61 
Resident List Highway Tax, 2348 94 
Non-resident Do. - 332 72 
Resident List School House Tax, District No. 1, 125 03 
Non-resident Do. ‘ Ke ee ‘P. 4°79 
Rezident List as BS “ 4, 41 23 
Non-resident Do. ‘ $s - 4, 21s 
Dog Tax, 128 00 
Received State, Savings Bank Tax, 1703 11 
Railroad Tax, 435 75 
Literary Fund, 114 38 
County of Rockingham,, support of poor, 212 72 
interest on town notes, 50 34 
L. H. Nesmith, interest on taxes, i3 79 
D. G. Annis, interest on taxes, §2 O08 
Notes payable, 1200 00 


4 


Cr. 

By Cash paid Selectmen’s orders, $14,203 25 
Surplus Revenue Fund on hand, 1,728 33 
Due from L. H. Nesmith, uncollected taxes, 82 44 

on J. C. Town’s note, » 80 92 
on L. A, & J. M. Wood's note, 100 00 
from D. G. Annis, uncollected taxes, 2,388 46 
Cash in treasury, 2,062 51 


$20,595 91 
DANIEL G. ANNIS, Treasurer. 


COLLECTOR'S REPORT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1878. 


Dr. 
To Balance of Taxes on list for 1874, 
6é re 3 1875, 
sé 66 e 1876, 
amount $s 1877, 
Cr. 


By paid to Town Treasurer, as follows : 

Cash on list for 1874, 

Abatements on list for 1874, 

Cash on list for 1875, 

Abatements on list for 1875, 

Cash on list for 1876, 

Abatements on list for 1876, 

Resident highway tax in money for 1876, 
* oh ‘¢ labor for 1876, 

Non-resident . = 1876, 

Cash on list for 1877, 

Abatements on list for 1877, 

Discount on list for 1877, 

Resident highway tax in money 1877; 


rhs Sf Ignore Lon, 
Non-resident $6 CUP Evy 
Uncollected taxes on list for 1874, 
as As cs 1875, 
cS : ‘ 1876, 
as ae “6 1877, 


DANIEL G. ANNIS, Collector. 


$ 70 

do 
2,650 
9,953 


15 
46 
64 
63 


ieee 
$12,729 


19 
2,286 


88 


30 
63 
63 
97 
66 
16 
65 
28 
26 
24 
00 
29 
92 
96 
47 
22 
86 
63 
75 


$12,729 


88 


TAXES. 


STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 


Paid State tax, 
County tax, 


SCHOOLS. 
Paid District No. 1, 
es No. 2, ; 
Say IN Olay 
=e IN O.44, 
4“ No. 5, 
se Nec. 6, 
as No. 7, 
sis No. 8, 
33 No. 9, 
ag No. 10, 


SCHOOL HOUSE TAX. 


Paid W. S. Pillsbur:, District No. 1, 
J, M. Avery, No. 4, 


$1,572 00 
1,710 95 


ee 


$3,282 95 


$235 02 
"« 226 138 
106 15 
156 13 
147 53 
166 54 


32 42 


$1,623 10 


$124 00 
42 00 


$166 00 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid F. T. Bailey, labor, 

Frank Poff, Re 

Avr.pripleys..: 4 

A. D. Greeley, * 

D. W. Hla, Se 

Oliver Marr, ‘ 

Benjamin Noyes, labor, ° 
R. Smith, land damage, 


$1 00 
38 95 
03 
2 00 
6 00 
21 00 
5 00 
15 00 


—s 


Paid D. G. Annis, land damage, $15 00 


Ma:on Boyd, labor and plank, 5 98 
A. W. Mack, lumber for bridge, 34 00 
Josiah Goodwin ‘* +f 39 30 
Josiah Goodwin, labor, 6 00 
' J. H. Wetherbee, lumber and labor, 32 75 


W. M. Boyce, labor, 

W. P. Richardson, plank 
Henry Crowell, labor, 
W. P. Alexander, labor, 
N. D. Morey, aS 
Ephraim Young, Re 
Charles E. Young, ‘“ 


eo CO m— tO or pb 
or 
oS 


bo 
S 


M. Dickey, lumber for bridge, 16 12 
Samuel Crowell, labor, 3 00 
W. Perkins, plank and labor, 6 389 
$236 78 
NEW ROADS. 
FROST ROAD. 

Paid Samuel Crowell, land damage, $30 00 

Gardner & Whidden, building, 1,050 00 

L. P. Gardner, building driveway, 4 00 

W. Brosnan, ‘+ three driveways, 15 00 
$1,099 00 


MOOSE HILL ROAD. 


Paid Charles I. Young, land damage, $290 00 
Joseph Dickey, * ‘s 240 00 
Benning Noyes, building, 205 90 
D. W. Ela, labor, 7 50 
war.-Neal, * 1 50 
Francis Poff, *‘‘ 1 50 
W. P. Nevins, labor, 2 25 
L. P. Gardner, ‘ 10 80 


$759 48 


PETTENGILL ROAD. 


Paid Pettengill heirs, land damage, 
Walter Reid, land, 
R. N. Whittemore, land damage, 


J. P. Moore, . 
L. P. Gardner, building 102 rods, 
Walter Reid, sei. 4 ees! 


Benning Noyes, Ser) [eae Se 


CUTLER ROAD. 
Paid Aaron Cutler, land damage, 


WINTER ROADS. 


$217 00 
25 00 
32 00 
40 00 
91 80 
40 80 

258 91 


$67 50 


HIGHWAY DISTRICT NUMBER ONE. 


Paid Newell Boyce, 
H. C. Smith, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWO, 


Paid J. Y. Nesmith, 
James B, Pettingill, 
Simon Mullins, 

S. R. Corning, 
L. H. Nesmith, 
John P. Young, 
Walter Reed, 
Daniel M. Colby, 
Walter Boyce, 


DISTRICT NUMBER THREE, 


Paid Robert Hall, 
John H. Wetherbee, 


DISTRICT NUMBER FOUR, 


Paid Joel Cobnrn, 
C, M. Watts, 
T. H. Wheeler, 


$705 


$67 


61 


50 


$2,631 


/ 


ON OA A NTO Fb 


~— 


bo 


46 


20 
00 


00 
49 
17 
21 
80 
10 
69 
09 
83 


00 
52 


95 
41 
30 


DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE. 
Paid D. D. Smith, 
DISTRICT NUMBER SIX. 


Paid Gecrge N. Plummer, 
H. J. Caldwell, 


DISTRICT NUMBER SEVEN. 
Paid C. L. Boles, 


Lewis Boles, 
DISTRICE NUMBER EIGHT. 
Paid E. A. Wiley, 
Turner Sampson, 


DISTRICT NUMBER NINE, 
Paid Hiram Cutler, 


G. W. Cutler, 

P. B. Annis, 

G. W. Annis, 

N. D. Morey, 

DISTRICT NUMBER TEN. 

Paid John Avery, 

J. M. Avery, 

DISTRICT NUMBER ELEVEN. 


Paid Thomas Boyd and others, 
George Trask, 
John P. O'Sullivan, 
J. H. Burbank, 
J. F. Twiss, 
William G. Cross, 
John C. Towns, 


DISTRICT NUMBER THIRTEEN. 


Paid Thomas Bullock, ; 
Oliver F. Blood, 
John Blood, 
Charles M. Holmes, 
R. Alexander, 
R. and D. K. Marshall, 
James C. Estey, 
Charles Herrick, 


$4 


oa 


pod 
Io 


oO > 


35 


10. 


DISTRICT NUMBER FOURTEEN, 
Paid David Anderson, 
S. P. Robie, 


DISTRICT NUMBER FIFTEEN. 
Paid Charles Adams, 
James I, Chase, 
J. D. Thomas, 
DISTRICY NUMBER SIXTEEN. 
Paid D. W. Ela, 
B. McAllister, 
John Gilcreast, 
F. Poff, 
_ William Nevins, 
William Mison, 
Joseph Alexander, 


DISTRICT NUMBER SEVENTEEN. 


Paid Charles E. Young, 
DISTRICT NUMBER EIGHTEEN. 
Paid Israel M, Young and others, 

J. Savory, | i 
DISTRICT NUMBER NINETEEN. 
Paid Martin L. Moore, 

John Remington, 

John Merrill, 

DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY. 
Paid John Dickey, © 

Reed P. Clark, 

Charles R. Frost, 

William Brosnan, 

James M. Floyd, 

James K, Floyd, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-ONE. 


Paid B. Noyes and others, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-TWO. 


Paid W. Perkins, 
George W. Greeley, 


$18 


bo tn i 


we ke bo Cn 


oe So a Ee 


95 
75 


du 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-TA&HREE. 


Paid Josiah Goodwin, 
D. Goodwin, 
Ephraim Young, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-FIVE. 
Paid J. W. Mackay, 
DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-SIX. 


Paid G. B. McQuesten, 
B. M. Baron, 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWENTY-SEVEN. 


Paid A. McMurphy, 


TOWN POOR. 


Paid Sarah H. Lawrence, support of C. M. Hovey, 


$18 98 
9 45 
2 356 


2 66 


12 00 
6 37 


2 40 


$547 74 


$50 00 


J. P. Bancroft, for Emma Jackson at Insane Asylum, 116 00 


W. H. Durant, board of J. Cowdry, 


G. Hills, for board, funeral and other expenses of 


Cowdry, 
Charles Adams, for coffin for Cowdry, 
G. N. Goodwin, for Amos Goodwin, 
Clara M. Boyce, ‘* F 
Z. Whittemore, support of Mrs. Ripley, 


* 
COUNTY POOR, 


Paid J. H. Blake, cloth for E. Boyson, 
H. A. Mantor, sewing for same, 
Shattuck & Hall, plaster for same, 
J. W. Rattray, supplies for same, 
James Barrows, shoes for same, 
Runnels & Chase, clothing for same, 


10 00 


33 395 
10 00 
24 50 
66 50 
60 00 


$370 35 


$1 12 
70 

2 27 
10 00 
1 50 
6 75 
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Paid A. P. Ripley, boots for same, 
Josiah Goodwin, wood for Pond, 
J. W. Mackay, supplies for ‘* 
K. C. Chase, 4 2: 


J.P. Dickey, support and funeral expenses of Jameson, 92 00 


Oliver Marr, care of Jameson, 
Charles Adams, coffin for Jameson, 


Charles Adams, clothing for J. W. Nichols, 


J. W. Mackay, supplies for D. Griffin, 
Boyce & Flanders, supplies for same, 
C. H. Watts, clothing for same, 

C. S. Pillsbury, supplies for D. Connor, 
W. P. Nevins, ‘ ee Rs 


TRANSIENT POOR. 


Paid B, M. Barron, relief of transient poor, 


W. P. Nevins, 6 “ ‘< 
C. S. Pillsbury, 6é “ “ 
P. W. Dickey, «“ & 6s 


DISCOUNT. 


Paid D. G. Annis, 


INTEREST. 

Paid D. G. Annis, interest on town bonds, 
J, F. Wheeler, ‘ a ‘% 

D. G. Annis, i * \ # Mote; 


NOTES PAID. 


Paid Charles E. Young, note and interest, 
M. C, Pillsbury, sé rT 


3 00 
& 00 


20 00 
2 15 
1 265 


$259 47 


$1 75 
5 50 
7 50 

2210 


$36 85 


$65 29 


$396 00 
30 00 
103 69 


$529 69 


$205 00 . 
515 00 


$720 00 
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ABATEMENTS. 


Paid L. H. Nesmith, on lists 1871, ’72 and ’73, 
D. G. Annis, ig 1874, 
D. G. Annis, he 1875, 
D. G. Annis, 4. 1876, 
D.G. Annis, ws 1877, 


HIGHWAY TAX. 


Non-resident highway tax paid in labor, 
Resident 7 se nar 1876, 
&é 6é sé 66 1877, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid W. 8. Pillsbury, Moderator, 
D. G. Annis, Town Clerk, 
D. G. Annis, Treasurer, 
D. G. Annis, Collector, 
John Dickey, School Committee, 
W. Perkins, Selectman, 1876, 
W.P. Nevins, ‘“ 1876, 
Ea WwW. Dickey, ‘** 1876, 
iw Aickey, | * ° 1877, 
W.P. Nevins, ‘* 1877, 
C. 8. Pillsbury, ‘“ 1877, 
C. 8. Pillsbury, Select Clerk, 
Jonathan McAllister, Auditor, 
Montgomery Dickey, ‘ 
Reed P. Clark, ‘ 


$46 16 
12 63 
5 97 
63 16 
44 00 


$171 92 


$141 73 
1,134 28 
1,565 96 


$2,841 97 


9 95 


10 00 
2 
2 00 
2 


$423 95 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid R. C. Mack, taking deposition, $ 
B. F. Estey & R. Morse, damage from defect in bridge, 7 
George R. Hartshorn, care of hearse-house, 1875, 1 
George R. Hartshorn, care of town house key, 1875-6, 2 
George R. Hartshorn, wood for town house, 1877, 1 
E. C. Eastman, Collector’s book, 2 
Charles Bartlett, printing, | 2 
C. F. Livingston, printing town reports, etc., 50 
Eugene Wason, examination of C. McClary, 2 
Eugene Wason, recording births and deaths, 8 
B. Noyes, damage from defect in highway, 2 


Samuel Campbell, referee, D) 
Temple & Farrington, books and stationery, 6 
J. H. Wetherbee, care of hearse-house and repairs, 1 
Isaac Kimball, clearing bushes and repairing gate, 2 
John Dickey, procuring and distributing schoo! notices, 3 
C. 8. Pillsbury, postage stamps, 1 
J. F. Twiss, damage to sheep by dogs, 6 killed, 24 
Thomas Boyed, ‘ ch a 9 
Cross & Burnham, fees on Pettengill road case, 76 
D. G. Annis, witnesses, ‘ss Oe 10 
William Clark, care of R. Merrill, 2 
B. F. Whorf, taking M. Pond to County Farm, 3 
J. C. Towns, taking R. Merrill ae ts 3 
C. H. Nutt, tools for South Grave Yard, 4 
C. S. Pillsbury, time and expenses out of town, 23 
Witnesses in Richardson case, i? 
Register of Deeds, examining records, 


D. G. Annis, notifying witnesses and attendance at 


o 


Manchester on Richardson case, 
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Paid D. G. Annis, time and expenses to Amesbury on 


L. A: Wood note, $4 00 
Gilbert Hills, balance of account of 1868, 6 25 
Bounties on hawks and foxes, 4 80 
J. H. Eaton, care of hearse, 1 00 
L. H. Corthell, cutting bushes in grave yards, 4 50 
$296 73 

RECAPITULATION. 
State and County tax, $3,282 95 
Schools, 1,623 10 
School house tax, 166 00 
New roads, 2,631 46 
Roads and bridges, 236 78 
Winter roads, 547 74 
Town poor, 3870 35 
County poor, 259 47 
Transient poor, 36 85 
Discount, 65 29 
Abatements, 17192 
Highway tax in labor, 2,841 97 
Town officers, 423 95 
Interest, 529 69 
Notes paid, 720. 00 
Miscellaneous, 296 78 
$14,204 25 


LonponDERRY, March 1, 1878. 
This certifies that we have this day audited the Selectmen’s and 


Treasurer's accounts, and find the same correctly cast and prop- 


erly vouched. 


JONATHAN McALLISTER, 
MONTGOMERY DICKEY, 
REED P. CLARK, 

Auditors. 
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TOWN BALANCE SHEET. 


Dr. 
To Bonds payable, $7,100 00 
Notes fe 2,228 338 
$9,328 33 

Cr. 
By uncollected taxes on L. H. Nesmith’s list, $82 44 
ss ‘« ~  D. G. Annis’s list, exclusive of 
dog and highway tax, 1,427 48 
Notes, 182 92 
Cash in Treasury, 2.062 51 
Surplus Revenue, 1,728 33 
Balance — Debt of Town, ) 8,844 65 
$9,328 33 


Increase of debt during the year, $438 31. 


If the money expended the past year for new and winter roads 
could have been used to pay the town debt, there would have been 
a reduction of the debt of $2,740.89 instead of an increase of 
$438.31. | 

The winter of 1876-7 was perhaps the hardest on record for 
keeping the roads open; we have paid out the past year, in addi- 
tion to the winter tax, $547.74; and there was paid out in Feb- 
ruary and March 1, 1877, for the same winter in highway District 
No. 12, $32.72, in No. 18, $31.36, No. 28, $18.28, No. 25, 
$9.30, making in all $639.40, and there are still a few outstand- 
iag bills. ; 

A petition was received May 17, 1877, signed by William C. 
Greeley of Derry, and fifty-two others, inhabitants of Auburn, 
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Derry and Londonderry, asking for a new highway in School Dis- 
trict No.9. We thought to build that the past year, in addition 
to those we had on hand, would be too burdensome on the town, 
even if it were needed ; ‘therefore we did not give them a hearing. 
We have laid the subject before the town for your consideration. 
The referee in the case of W. P. Richardson v. the Town of 

Londonderry has made his report, but it is left for the court to 
say who shall pay the cost, and to decide some smaller items. It 
_ will probably be settled at the next term of the Supreme Court at 
Exeter. 

CHARLES S. PILLSBURY, 

WILLIAM P. NEVINS, 

PHINEAS W. DICKEY, 


Selectmen of Londonderry. 


peOOL REPORT 


» INDIVIDUAL SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICT NUMBER ONE. 


Miss May A. Firz, teacher. The school through each term 
was a model of good order and correct instruction, thorough in all 
its parts. Industrious habits were inculcated and well observed 
by the scholars, and at the last examination satisfactory evidence 
was given, in the generol appearance and prompt recitations of a 
large number of classes, that the legitimate purposes of a school 
were more nearly accomplished than is generally the case. The 
teacher deserves to be remembered by all friends of the school, 
for her persistent and self-sacrificing labors to raise its character 
and promote its usefulness. The influence she exerted over her 
school was of the highest order, morally and intellectually. She 
remarks in her register: ‘*’ The interest manifested by my pupils 
in their lessons when present has been very encouraging, and has 
caused me to doubly regret their absence.” 

The following named scholars were constant in attendance :— 
Mary Young, Frances Carleton, Effie Gilcreast, Charles H. Pills- 
bury, Eddie Morse and Charlie Poff in one term each, and Mary 
Poff, Maggie Poff and Frank Hardy in two terms. The names of 
three scholars are preserved in the register as being absent but one 
day on account of sickness. 

The improvements made in the school-house should be men- 
tioned to the credit of the district. The roof and other portions 
of the outside have been thoroughly repaired, and the inside, be- 
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sides undergoing essential repairs, has been remodeled and re- 
furnished with the most improved patterns of scholars’ single seats 
and desks, teacher’s desk, and a fair supply of blackboard. It 
has also nicely arranged teacher’s ciosets, and sufficient means of 
ventilation. The whole expense to the district is understood to 
be something over five hundred dollars. 

In addition to this, the enterprising teacher, seeing the need of 
some new outline maps to correspond with the improved condition 
of the school-rocm, conceived the idea of earning the purchase 
money by an exhibition of the rhetorical talent of her spirited 
pupils. The entertainment was successful in spite of unfavorable 
weather, and a beautiful set of Mitchell’s mounted outline maps 
was procured at a cost of about ten dollars. 


DISTRICT NUMBER TWO. 


The three terms were under the care of the same teacher, Miss 
M. Eva Reynonps. ‘This is one of our largest schools, and ac- 
knowledged to be amongst the best. ‘The character of the material, 
the conveniences afforded, and the extensive experience of the 
teacher were decidedly assuring from the first that the former repu- 
tation of the school would be sustained. There is not that ne- 
cessity for the rigid enforcement of stern rules here that might be 
required in some other schools, the uniform good behavior and 
self-respect of the scholars making the government comparatively — 
easy. The school was at all times almost faultlessly quiet and 
orderly, and is believed to have been profitable throughout, If 
any distinction should be made in regard to the progress at differ- . 
ent terms it would be in favor of the first. 

It is creditable to the parents of this district that the record 
shows a smaller percentage of absence than any other. May T. 
Anderson, Ida A. Lowd and Arley A. Lowd in two terms, and 
Hattie Morrison, Julia Morrison, Georgetta Knight, Clara A. An- 
derson, Emma J. Anderson, Ephraim Spalding, Martin BK. Ander. — 
son, Arthur Wason, Frank Robie, Arthur Anderson, George Boyd, 
Pliny Campbell and Edgar H. Shephard in one term, were perfect 


in attendance. 
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DISTRICT NUMBER THREE. 


Miss Nettie O. Rosis, teacher. This first attempt of Miss 
Robie at teaching gave much encouragement for her usefulness in 
the future. Her plans in the school-room seemed wisely made 
and effectively carried out. 

The interests of the smaller pupils were thoughtfully attended 
to, and the spelling-book often so unwisely discarded was made a 
book of study. An excellent recitation was heard as.a review of 


? 


the ‘‘abbreviations,” while the classes generally gave conclusive 
evidence that they had profited by, as well as appreciated, the labor 
and care that had been so diligently bestowed upon them. 

Ida A. Dooley, Flora P. Greeley and Freeman L. Herrick in 
both terms, and Hattie Morrrson, Sarah J. Blood, Mary E. Blood, 
Anna F, Blood, Georgie Dooley and Willard R. Boyd in one term 


each were perfect in attendance. 


DISTRICT NUMBER FOUR. 


_ Miss Ipa F. Avory, teacher. The whole number reported as 
attending this school during the year is forty-eight, a larger num- 
ber than has attended any other. . Notwitl:standing the large num- 
ber in attendance, the variety of dispositions, the various branches 
studied and the rather limited amount of room, the tact, experi- 
ence, scholarship and amiable qualities of the teacher were suf- 
ficient to overcome nearly everything that might appear to be an 
obstacle, and, by enlisting the better feelings of her pupils, she 
was enabled to accomplish in a quiet, cheerful, winning manner 
an amount of work that, to many, would have seemed impossible 
and discouraging at the outset. But she did not ‘* make brick 
without straw.” The material was at hand. That it was well 
developed was easily perceived at both examinitions. 

Mention should be made of the large and excellent classes in 
Gremmar and Written Arithmetic. Several encouraging speci- 
mens of Bookkeeping were exhibited, while the Reading was 
judged to be the best we have heard in any school. Tne teacher 
says in her register, *‘ Many thanks are due to the parents for their 
co-operation with the teacher.’’ This is certainly a deserved compli- 
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ment and a suggestion to other districts, ‘‘ co-operation” being 
often the key to a large part of the teacher’s success. ‘There can 
be no harm in saying mildly to the citizens of the district that so 
intelligent a school is worthy the very best accommodations. 

More than one-third of the school in one or both terms were 
perfect in attendance, but on the other hand the absences as seen 
by the table roll up astonishingly. | . 

Abbie A. Woodburn, Nellie F. Woodburn, Hattie M. Whorff, 
Nellie J. Towns, Gracie E. Gibson, Frank Avory, Eddie G. An- 
nis in both terms, and Laura B. Towns, Lizzie Pressey, Etta F.. 
Twiss, Alice C. Blood, Francis A. Coburn, John L. Blood, Willie 
Blood, Mark Avory, Walter F. Boyd, Justus Towns, Charles G. 
Pillsbury and Eddie Pressey in one term were perfect in attend- | 
ance, 


DISTRICT NUMBER FIVE. 


Summer Term taught by Miss Erna A. Wuire. This, in con- 
trast with Number Four, is the smallest of our schools, but a large 
proportion of the scholars are intelligent and ambitious to learn. 
If there was any ethusiasm lacking on the part of the teacher, it 
was made up by a close application to the substantial duties of the 
school-room. Though the classes were necessarily small, it is cer- 
tain there was as much solid improvement made as in many of the 
larger schools. | 

The Winter Term in charge of Miss Lorrr—E A. REYNOLDs, was 
also successful. Miss Reynolds was active in her movements, 
quick to perceive a mistaken or faulty answer, and fortunate in | 
gaining the deserved esteem of her pupils. Many of the classes 
at the examination, as at ‘he close of the first term, though small, 
would compare well with any in town. 

The record of attendance has much improved within a year or 
two. Although the register shows numerous marks of absentees, 
they are genervlly against the smallest scholars and those living at 
the greatest distance. 

Dora I. Thompson and Willie A. Butterworth were neither ab- 
sent nor tardy in the summer term. 


JISTRICT NOMBER SIX. 


‘The Summer Term was taught by Miss Erra M. Youne. 

Miss Young entered upon her duties with good literary qualifi- 
cations, and discharged them with spirit and animation. A de- 
cided enthusiasm was kept up, and at each visit of the committee 
the school was found to be in good order, a definite place being 
assigned to each pupil, each knowing his place, and a well ap- 
proved system prevailing throughout. ‘The classes in Geography, 
_ with others that might be named, deserve commendation for 
prompt recitations and good progress. 

The teacher reports a list of five scholars who had not * failed in 
spelling ” during the term, whose names are preserved in the reg- 
ister, and remarks: ‘* Only four scholars (and two of them but 
once) have whispered during the term.” 

The school was taught in the winter by Miss Lucy W. PER- 
KINS. ; 

The committee exceedingly regrets his absence at the close of 
the school in not being able to point out the merits of particular 
classes or to judge from personal observation of the general pro- 
ficiency of the school, but the well-known superior qualifications 
of Miss Perkins are sufficiently assuring that no errors were taught, 
and the judgment expressed by different individuals of the dis- 
trict, as well as the impression received at a-preliminary visit, lead 
to the inevitable conclusion that the teacher had labored here with 
her usual efficiency and to the complete satisfaction of her em- 
ployers. 

Ella F, Boyce, Charles F. Boyce, Freddie P. Corning, Frank A. 
Nesmith, Ernest M. Watts, Walter G. Watts and Nathan P. Watts 
were perfect in attendance during the winter term. 


DISTRICT NUMBER SEVEN. 


The Summer School was taught in two terms by Miss Erna A. 
Brown. ‘The seeming rigor and austerity exercised by Miss 
Brown in her manner of governing, tended to create a coolness that 
is always more or less detrimental, whether that austerity be a 
reality or only a creature of the papil’s imagination. Notwith- 
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standing this apparent disadvantage there were many indications 
of well-spent labor, and the school as a whole made commendable 
improvement. 

‘The ratio of attendance to the whole number of scholars is 
creditable. 

The Winter Term was under the instruction of Miss Mary B. 
Tircoms. lew teachers are better fitted for a position like this 
than Miss Titcomb. Having a thorough acquaintance with text 
books, and a good fund of original ideas, it was only a pleasure to 
lead her pupils, correct their errors, and give them a clearer in- 
sight into that which was so familiar to herself. Her pupils 
responded kindly to her efforts, making the school a home of 
cheerfulness as well as profit. It was visited at the close by a 
large number of interested spectators. 

Mary E. Smith, Celesta J. Doty, Sarah Richardson, Emma D. 
Sprague, Katie B. Stevens, Hugene J. Dotey, John Lund and Ar- 
thur Page in one term, Affie A. Aiken in two terms, and Fred D. 
McGregor in every term, were perfect in attendance, 


DISTRICT NUMBER EIGHT. 


Summer Term, Miss Lucy W. PER«kINs, teacher. ‘Too much 
can hardly be said in favor of the thoroughness with-whick the 
school was disciplined in the various studies. Being accurate and 
scholarly herself the teacher required correctness in her pupils. 
Having acquired her own educational knowledge by strictly in- 
dustrious habits, she demanded that there should be no waste of 
the precious hours by those for whose interests she labored. - To 
impart information or extend a helping hand was to her a labor of 
love. If at any time she sowed the seed on unproductive soil it 
was not her fault, she sowed it broadcast, and if any failed to ap- 
preciate and profit by the generous bestowal of benefits they were 
most unwise for themselves and urjust to a friend. | At the close 
of the term it was found that faithful teaching had made ‘ts mark 
upon the school, althongh the smothered tones of the scholars in 
their recitations did,much to keep from view the real benefits they 
had received. 
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The two later terms were taught by Miss Emma B. Greexey. 
Miss Greeley in commencing her work had the benefit of consider- 
able successful experience in various parts of the town. She 
bestowed a good deal of vigorous labor upon the school, and aimed 
at once to subdue what might be called its crowning evil, the pre- 
vailing underground tone of voice, but, as in the case of former 
teachers, found it to be warring against the elements, and regret- 
fully acknowledged at the close of the school that in that direction, 
with some exceptions, it was ‘‘love’s labor lost.” She was 
fortunate in securing the esteem of her pupils, and well sustained 
her reputation of a good teacher. . | 

“The school has not been lacking in faithful instructors, nor is 
the material wanting to make it equal to any of its neighbors, but 
it is most desirable that a personal effort should be made by the 
scholars themselves, in a closer application. more liveliness in 
answering, and in clearer, louder tones of voice. 

Hattie F. Ladd and Mary F. Norcross in every term, and Mattie 
M. Woods, Julia M. Payne, Evelyn M. Wheeler, Eva E. Annis, 
Mabel Andrews, Emma H. Perkins, Fred E. Annis, Charles A- 
Crowell, and Willie E. Taylor, in one term each, were perfect in 
attendance. 

An entertainment was given at the close of the school, under 
the auspices of the teacher and her scholors, consisting of dia- 
logues, declamations, etc., interspersed with music, which gave 
good satisfaction in itself, and was amply successful, from. the 
small admission fee, in raising a sufficient sum for the purchase 
of a new set of outline maps for the school-room. 


DISTRICT NUMBER NINE. 


Miss Emma Parmerron, teacher. This is a small school, but it 
was made about as near a model as any in town. It had the ben- 
efit of a teacher never weary in well-doing, who succeeded by care- 
ful and judicious management in awakening a wonderful enthusi- 
asm. At all visits of the committee the scholars showed a disposi- 
tion to do their best, coming cheerfully up to the requirements of 
the teacher without compulsion, in all matters of discipline, and 
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doing what was in their power to master the text-books. At the 
examinations the classes recited vigorously, with more than usual 
intelligence and in good tones. 

It was a school including both teacher and scholars with which 
the citizens of the district might well be abundantly satisfied, and 
the large number (37) friends of the school who were present at 
the last examination was indicative of something more than satis- 
faction — an honest pride. 

Ida F. Emerson, Clara M. Emerson and Emma J. Merrill dur- 
ing one term were perfect in attendance. 


DISTRICT NUMBER TEN. 


The school in this district under the supervision of the Superin- 
tending School Committee of Derry was taught by Miss Anna F. 
CuHoatE. Four scholars only attended the school from London- 
derry, of which number Arthur Parshley is reported as perfect in 
attendance at both terms, and Anna P. Lincoln in one. 


GHNHRAL REMARKS. 


In reporting the condition of the schools of Londonderry, it is 
not the purpose of the committee to do so either in a spirit of 
fault-finding or of flattery, but to do justice to individuals and to 
the public who contribute so freely of their means, and, in the 
language of the law, to ‘‘make such suggestions relative to the 
schools as he may deem useful.” 

It is a pleasure to Lear testimony to the competency of the 
teschers employed during the past year. Most of them had taught 
many terms before, but the less experienced won a share of the 
laurels not insignificant or trifling. Many tokens of regard have 
been presented at the close of the schocls by pupils to their teach- 
ers, and in other cases the deepest feelings of attachment have 
been expressed, indicating a harmony of action always desirable. — 

Every term of school has been taught by females, and perhaps it 
is well it should be so, while so few of the youth above the age 
of sixteen attend the district school, but it may be a question 
whether if males were uniformity employed for the winter terms in 
our larger schools, it would not have a tendency to increase the per 
centage of those above that age. It seems to your committee that 
few other advantages could be attained by returning to the old 
way, for, alihough we hear a good deal from some sources of the 
superiority of the master, it remains to be proved that the aver- 
age male teacher would be more successful in maintaining order or 
in training the young mind, except in extreme cases, than one of 
the other sex. Be that as it may, public opinion is such that the 
present practice is likely to remain for some time to come. In 
that event the common school education of the rising generation 
will devolve mainly upon females. Thus it becomes all-important 
that female education in our day should be made a specialty, and 
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that those contemplating the teacher’s position should occupy no 
doubtful ground on the score of preparation, not only in regard to 
a familiarity with text-books, but a wise adjustment of all the 
parts of the school, combining the best methods for giving instruc- 
tion. ‘These methods have oreatly changed within the last quarter 
of a century, mainly for the better. But we are apt to think of 
all the old ways, now partially or wholly abandoned, as only evil, 
while it not unfrequently happens that a persistent foilowing of 
the opposite course to an extreme is more objectionable than the 
practice already discarded. Teachers are warned of the necessity 
of exercising their best judgment in discriminating between the 
ways that have intrinsic value in themselves, and those extreme 
features that are introduced by visionary theorists simply because 
they are new. 

Formerly in classifying the school it was customary to arrange 
all who studied a certain text-book in one, or at most two classes 
without much regard to ability or advancement, and the young 
man or young woman of twenty who had studied the contents of 
the first part of the book for the last five years in succession, was 
very likely to be classed with the lad of twelve who was then just 
beginning to learn the first principles, all invariably commencing 
with the first question in the book. The evils of this course are 
palpable, retarding as it did the older and more advanced scholars 
and preventing them in many instances from gaining that knowl- 
edge of the latter part of their text-books which they ought to 
have been able to secure. This policy is at present materially 
changed. Members of the school are classed more according !o 
their rank as scholars, and permitted to commence in their text- 
books at that point to-which they had previously learned. As a 
general principle, this can only be commended, but it is liable to 
abuse, and unless teachers exercise a good degree of care and cir- 
cumspection they will be led by the whims and false ambition of 
their pupils to multiply classes to that extent that it will be utter- 
ly impossible to do justice to each or to any withcut the neglect of 
others. It is better that a few schol«rs should sacrifice a little 
than allow the whole school to suffer: Better let a scholar take 
up occasionally a part or all of what he had learned before, rather 
than add to the already burdensome number of classes. 
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Teachers are reminded that the practice of introducing new text- 
books to take the place of those already authorized, is a danger- 
ous one, and should in most cvses be carefully avoided. If there 
is anything of importance for a well-regulated school, it is uni- 
formity of books used. 

Rhetorical exercises have been encouraged to a greater or less 
extent by nearly every teacher. Declamations have been heard 
and dialogues suited to the comprehension of young minds have 
been learned and spoken quite acceptably. These are all to be 
commended if kept in their proper place, affording life and variety 
to the school, besides the benefit that may accrue to the individ- 
ual scholar. 

If, without much interference with ordinary studies in the scho-l- 
room, the young orator can be drilled in emphasis and inflections 
appropriate to the language, and,especially in such distinct tones 
of voice as to enable him to be heard by those who listen, these 
exercises, would be worthy the attention of every teacher. But 
on the other hand to permit boys or girls of twelve or fourteen, 
after learning the words to simply repeat them in their own way, 
so rapidly and in such smothered tones of voice that no living per- 
son can catch even the substance of what the language is intended 
to express, is absurd. It is of trifling benefit to the scholar, 
does not add to the liveliness of the schcol, and interests the 
spectator scarcely so much as would the repetition of the multi- 
plication table for the ninety-ninth time. 

Some neat specimens of composition have been read in the 
hearing of the committee, and generally in a distinct manner. 

The writing of short descriptive compositions should be more 
common than it is. 

It seems scarcely credible that nearly four thousand days of 
schooling should have been lost the past year on account of ab- 
sences, an average of about thirteen days to each of the three 
hundred and one who are allowed to be reckoned as svholars. A 
portion of these being perfect in attendance, of course a large share 
of the remainder must suffer still more than is indicated by this 
calculation. It is fair to presume that a considerable portion of 
the absenteeism may be properly chargeable to sickness and other 
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reasonable causes, but who will say that more than half does not 
come from sheer negligence for which no decent apology can be 
made. Can the youth of Londonderry afford such a loss? Can 
the community afford it? Will parents make any effert to dimin- 
ish it in the future? They have here an excellent opportunity to 
institute a great reform of which tney alone must be the instru- 
ments. Their children will never reap the proper benefit of the 
school unless they accept what is given them, and they will hard- 
ly be expected to comprehend the worth of punctuality while the 
parents are totally indifferent. Our schools can never come up to 
the point of their highest usefulness until this fearful loss is some- 
how overcome. It is not more money that they essentially 
need, but a careful stoppage of such leaks as that above named 
and others of perhaps equal magnitude, over which parents and 
citizens have direct control, thys economizing and using to the 
very hest advantage the means we now have. 
JOHN DICKEY. 
Superintending School Comnutiee. 


Inst of Teaxt-books Authorized. — Bible, Hillard’s Franklin Se- 
ries of Readers, Warren’s Geography, Quackenbos’ Grammar, 
Swinton’s Language Lessons, Greenleaf’s Common Schoo] and ~ 
Colburn’s and Emerson’s Mental Arithmetics, Worcester’s Spelier, 
Potter & Hammond’s or Payson, Dunton & Scribner’s Series of 
Writing Books, and Campbell’s U. S, History. 
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1) A. J. Benson: 40 | 27 | 37 | 23 | 31 | 30 | 30 | 16 | 12 |g201 72 | 5 04 [224 | 611 
2| G. F. Plumer. 39 | 29 | 34 | 24 | 32 | 30 | 3417] 8 | 197 25 | 5 05 | 67 | 170 
3} Eugene Campbell. | 26 | 16 | 21} 15| 16 | 20] 20) 10} 8| 8262/3 17) 1] 221 
4| J.H. Burbank. ~ | 48 | 42 | 44/33 | 38 | 96 | 32 | 9 11134] 123 43 | 2 57 |103 | 674 
| 
5 C. O. Butterick. 17 | 14} 16 | 11/ 13 | 24 | 26 | 9| 12 | 129 95 | 7 64 | 24 | 221 


6 W. B. Wetherbee. 35 | 31 | 29 | 24 | 25 | 20 | 26 | 11 | 12 | 139 27 | 3 97 | 74 | 421 


7; Leonard Page. 37 | 22 | 27 | 17 | 20 | 24 | 26-| 16 | 14 | 197 44 | 5 33 | 68 | 526 
8 Otis Adams. 32 | 28 | 29 | 24 | 19 | 28 |-29 | 9 | 18} 198 54 | 6 20 | 45 | 361 
9 C. P. Tebbetts. 23/1 18 | 16 | 13 | 13 | 24) 24) 9) 13 | 79 55 | 3 45 | 32 | 528 


10| John Folsom. 4) 4) 47 3/3720 


Number of children reported. by Selectmen, 
April 11, 1877, 292. 
Amount of literary fund applied to schools, $147 60 


Interest on surplus revenue fund, 100 00 
Amount raised by tax for schools, 1,375 50 

$1623 10 
Proceeds of Adams fund, District No. 8, 20 00 


Whole amount applied to schools, | $1,643 10° 
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Steam Power. . | Fast Presses. 
New Type. 

Convenient Rooms. Skilled Workmen. 

Charles F. Livingston. Ormond D. Kimbali. 
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Livincston & KImBaLt, 
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10 Market Street, 
Manchester, Mv. &. 
In the old Express Office, opposite the City Hall. 
wigs? 2/22 


Possessing unexcelled facilities for the cheap, rapid and good execution 
of every description of 


AND Book PRINTING, 


we extend an invitation to all having occasion to visit the city to call 


am 


and inspect our office, feeling confident that those in want of any of e 


our productions will find our place the neatest and most complete, 
our work the best, and our prices as fair and reasonable as those of 
any other establishment in the city. 


There being no stairs to climb ta reach our office, you will not -t 


be wearied by your visit, o you a not choose to leave your or ders, 


LIVIN GSTON & KIMBALL. 


Town Reports, Catalogues, 


Posters, Hand-bills, Circulars, | 
Cards, Bill Heads, | Letter Headings. 


etc., etc. 
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